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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: BU, BTRA, EGEN, EEWT 

SUBJECT: JOINT U.S. BULGARIAN ECONOMIC COUNCIL 
REF: SOFIA 1699 

1. PASSED AMBASSADOR'S MESSAGE TO EDWARD WILSON. 

2. RE: RECEPTIONS, MR. WILSON HOPES TO MAINTAIN AUGUST 31 
AFFAIR HOSTED BY AMBASSADOR, WHICH WILL PROVIDE USEFUL 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET EMBASSY MEMBERS CONCERNED WITH 
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. AMERICAN SECTION WILL 
HAVE MAXIMUM 20 INCLUDING STAFF. ON SEPTEMBER 1, MR. MAY 
AGREES TO HOST RECEPTION FOR BOTH SECTIONS AT HOTEL 
SOFIA AT 7:30 P.M. U.S. SECTION AGREES TO INCUR THIS 

EXPENSE BUT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY ASSISTANCE IN MAKING 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR SIZABLE PORTION OF ROOF TERRACE OF HOTEL 
SOFIA AND IN EXTENDING INVITATIONS TO BULGARIAN MEMBERS 
AND, IF POSSIBLE, SELECTED GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS SUCH AS 
POPOV AND LUKANOV, WHO HAVE SPECIAL TIE-INS WITH COUNCIL. 
MR. WILSON WILL DISCUSS POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL INVITEES UPON 
ARRIVAL. 
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3. MR. MAY BELIEVES IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE TO HAVE 
AMBASSADOR MAKE ADDRESS AT OPENING SESSION OF COUNCIL. 

4. CHAMBER HAS NOT ENCOURAGED ANYONE TO SPEND EVENING IN 
PLOVDIV DUE TO EXPECTED LACK OF HOTEL SPACE. MEMBERS 
PLAN TO GO TO PLOVDIV BY CAR BECAUSE SOME WILL HAVE 
AFTERNOON FLIGHTS AND WILL HAVE TO LEAVE PLOVDIV 
EARLY. BULGARIAN COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR CHRISTOV HAS 
CABLED SOFIA FOR ARRANGEMENTS. 

5. MR. MAY WAS PLEASED BY PENKOV'S OFFER FOR EVENING 
OF SEPTEMBER 3. HE STRESSED THAT THERE MIGHT NOT BE 
SIZABLE TURNOUT BECAUSE SEVERAL MEMBERS MAY HAVE TO 
LEAVE EARLY, BUT NOTED THAT QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY, 

COUNTS. MAW 
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